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(54) METHOD AND EQUIPMENT FOR DETECTING POSITION 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To measure the position at the 
bottom of a deep contact hole made in a circuit member 
accurately along with the diameter thereof by applying a 
voltage to a sample being scanned with an electron beam, 
detecting a current conducting upon application of a voltage 
and detecting the position of a part to be measured from 
the scanning position of electron beam when the current is 
varied. 

SOLUTION: Surface of a sample 13 is irradiated with an 
electron beam projected from an electron gun 11 under 
control of a beam controller 12 and the sample 13 is 
scanned while shifting a scanning stage 14. At the time of 
scanning, a voltage of +3V, for example, is supplied from a 
voltage supply section 24 to the sample 13 from the bottom 
face thereof and a current conducting through the sample 
13 is detected at a current detecting section 25 from the 
bottom face of the sample 13. When the surface of an 
insulation film 31 is irradiated with an electron beam, a 
silicon substrate 30 is not conducted but it is conducted 

when the bottom of a contact hole 32 is irradiated with an electron beam. Output waveform from 
the current detecting section 25 varies with time and the position at the bottom of the contact 
hole 32 is detected along with the diameter thereof. Consequently, the coordinate can be detected 
at the opposite ends of the bottom part. 
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